The Wells County Foundation, Inc.

Edwina Patton Memorial Scholarship
Student Application
Program Eligibilities:

1) Must be a graduating senior of Bluffton High School.
2) Must have a minimum GPA of 3.0 (4.0 scale).
3) Must plan to attend an accredited Indiana public or private four-year postsecondary institution.
4) Must have demonstrated good citizenship.

COMPLETED ESSAY OR POEM AND APPLICATION MATERIALS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY MARCH 7, 2025, OR DELIVERED IN PERSON TO THE FOUNDATION BY 4:00 P.M. MARCH 7, 2025.

Type or print  

	Male/Female
	Last Name
	First Name
	MI
	Email

	
	
	
	
	

	Permanent street address
	City
	ZIP 
	Telephone 

	
	
	
	

	Name(s) of parent(s) or legal guardian(s)
	Address (if different from above)

	
	

	List colleges/universities to which you have applied and indicate if you have been accepted:

	Name of college/university
	City
	Accepted?

	
	
	Yes
	No

	
	
	Yes
	No

	
	
	Yes
	No

	Intended major:
	

	Projected college graduation date (Month/Year):
	

	

	Student Input:

	If you were on the committee choosing a topic for school seniors writing a scholarship essay, what would your suggestion(s) for a topic be?  What would you NOT want to see as a topic?  You can offer just a simple response – a word, a phrase, a sentence or two…

	


Affidavit:  The signature below affirms that all information provided in this application is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.
	
	

	Signature of applicant
	Date


	
	

	Signature of school official (Principal or Guidance Counselor)
	Date


I verify that the student’s GPA is 
__________ and that the student has demonstrated good citizenship.
Applicants must submit an original essay or poem of 500 to 750 words in length on the theme of:





Our Constitution begins: “We the people, in order to form a more perfect union.” In the late 1700s, the writers of the United States Constitution were attempting to create a blueprint for a federal government that would (1) protect liberty and freedom of individuals to exercise their own minds and (2) craft effective governance by trusting “we the people.” There were few if any precedents for these idealistic thinkers to follow. Nonetheless, those folks created arguably the most important, and perhaps flawed, document to form and, so far, sustain a nation. And thus began what people from George Washington to Abraham Lincoln to those among us today call “the great American experiment in democracy.” As you graduate from the world of high school, what do you envision the future of “the great American experiment in democracy”? Rather than just writing about the future of the American experiment in democracy, you can consider building your essay around any of these suggestions:


Discuss if the American experiment in democracy is relevant today. 


Discuss what the American experiment in democracy means to you at this transition point in your life.


Discuss how you envision your responsibility as an American to participate in this experiment in democracy. 


Discuss how the American experiment in democracy is understood and/or misunderstood by us Americans.


Please support your opinions and views with historical or contemporary citations of events, people, etc.





The essay is to be typed and double-spaced.  Applicant’s name must not appear within the essay or poem.
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